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illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: . . . leader in the campaign against extravagance moved a reduction of the
appropriation that would cut off the man who amused himself by supervising the schools. The motion was
carried with a rush. The second town meeting, succeeding the first by a few days, was extremely interesting. |
shall not attempt to describe it--the memory of it always gives me a thrill. It was a battle royal for the little ones.
| thought of the old days of Otis and Patrick Henry. At this meeting a motion was made to reconsider, backed bv
eloquence rarely heard in these days. Only the leader voted against the motion, and the original appropriation
was carried without a dissenting voice. The battle for the common schools is the battle for human liberty, and
Quincy was fortunate in the defenders of that which lies at the basis ot our Republic. Permit me to interpolate a
personal statement. | have been accused of fighting battles. It is not true; | have never fought a battle, unless
trying to teach school is fighting. The School Committee did all the work of defense, and each member was a
host in himself. The Superintendent was granted the entire supervision of the town schools. The choice of
teachers and their dismissal, the making of the course of study, the examination, indeed everything that
pertains to pedagogy, he relegated to his principals, and they in turn to their teachers. The tyranny of the
Superintendent consisted in demanding that...
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