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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1824 Excerpt: .of it, made for him by the late Josiah Boydell, Esq., a man whom to
name is praise. enough. That artist; worked upon it until no discoverable di=erence remained; and the fac
simile was before Mr. Steevens constantly till he died. Mr. Steevens drew a little himself, and was much
conversant in pictures; but in such a fabrication as is here spoken of, if he conceived it, and directed the
execution, he must have had the aid of some painter in oil. Mr: Fuseli, it appears, pronounced the picture to
have been the work of some Flemish hand. There is however something of strange coincidence in what I have
before stated. Mr. Wilson receives in 1792 from a man of fashion, who must not be named, a head of the poet,
dated in 1597, and endorsed Guil. Shakspeare. About the same time, were received sundry deeds, letters, and
plays of Shakspeare from a gentleman, who in like manner was not to be named.I And they abounded in the
hand-writing of Elizabeth s reign, and also exhibited the poet s name with the recent orthography of the
Commentators. I do not know that this picture might not have been intended to appear among the infinite
possessions of the nameless gentleman. When I first saw this head at Richardson s, I found that it had been a
good deal rubbed under the eyes; but that there were no circular cracks upon the surface, which time is sure
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