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hearing enables us to perceive the laughter of friends, the cries of a baby, and the breeze rustling through the
trees. Without it, we feel isolated from the world around us and frustrated by our inability to fully understand
the flurry of activity that surrounds us. Man is a social creature, and hearing is critical to his ability to function
as such. Hearing loss is a widespread problem. More than 36 million people in the United States have some
degree of hearing impairment, making it the third most common health problem in the U.S. While the
prevalence of hearing loss increases with age, it is not merely a problem of the elderly. Two or three out of
every 1,000 children born in the U.S. are deaf or hard-of-hearing. Approximately 8 percent of children under
age 18 have an educationally-significant hearing loss. Among adults, 18 percent of persons 45-64 years old have
a hearing loss, 30 percent of those aged 65-74 have difficulty hearing, and nearly half of those over age 75 have
hearing trouble. An estimated 26 million Americans have hearing loss caused by overexposure to noise, which is
a completely preventable problem. Only about 20 percent of individuals who could benefit from a hearing aid
actually use one. In addition, an estimated 25 million Americans have tinnitus (ringing in the ears), a condition
that can be as disabling as hearing loss. More than two million of these individuals experience an incapacitating
tinnitus that interferes with daily living activities. Hearing loss...
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