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By Charles Seabrook

University of Georgia Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New.
Paperback. 384 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.2in.The
World of the Salt Marsh is a wide-ranging exploration of the
southeastern coastits natural history, its people and their way
of life, and the historic and ongoing threats to its ecological
survival. Focusing on areas from Cape Hatteras, North
Carolina, to Cape Canaveral, Florida, Charles Seabrook
examines the ecological importance of the salt marsh, calling
it a biological factory without equal. Twice-daily tides carry in
a supply of nutrients that nourish vast meadows of spartina
(Spartina alterniflora)a crucial habitat for creatures ranging
from tiny marine invertebrates to wading birds. The meadows
provide vital nurseries for 80 percent of the seafood species,
including oysters, crabs, shrimp, and a variety of finfish, and
they are invaluable for storm protection, erosion prevention,
and pollution filtration. Seabrook is also concerned with the
plight of the people who make their living from the coasts
bounty and who carry on its unique culture. Among them are
Charlie Phillips, a fishmonger whose livelihood is threatened by
development in McIntosh County, Georgia, and Vera Manigault
of Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, a basket maker of Gullah-
Geechee descent, who says that the sweetgrass...
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