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3: Historical Number Montevallo is very near the center of the State of Alabama, in Shelby County. Record
evidence of its early history is entirely lacking, and facts handed down by its first citizens are meagre. Among its
first settlers were the Wilson family, from whom it was called Wilson s Hill. Doubtless it had been a favorite
locality with the aborigines, on account of its beautiful and abundant springs and its then nut-bearing forests,
replete with game. Many arrow heads, and bits of pottery are yet to be found in the vicinity, and tradition tells
of a famous play ground, which the Indians periodically visited, about three miles from the town, on what has
been known as the Dison Place. Congress, in the Act admitting the State of Alabama into the Union, in 1819,
made a munificent grant of public lands (72 sections, 46,080 acres), to the State, in trust for a University to be
established. All the public lands about Montevallo were selected under this grant; but it seems that at least
Edmund King and Edmund Powell, two extensive early proprietors, anticipated the commissioners to the extent
of selection of their homesteads, in 1821; probably two years before the University fixed upon its lands. The first
President of the University of Alabama, Rev. Alva Woods, D. D., selected this place for the University, the
particular site being the hill a erwards occupied by the residence of Burwell B. Lewis, later owned by Jno. D.
McMath, and now attached to the property of the Alabama Girls Industrial School. The town was laid o  by the
University authorities, which...
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