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indexed. Not illustrated. 1849 Excerpt: .superior to him in richness ami deep feeling, ns the spiritual world which
he paints excels, in intrinsic magnificence, the subjects celebrated by the Grecian poet His religious odes, as the
Festival of Spring, exhibit the elevation of the psalmist. The elegiac odes to Fanny anil Elwrt are known to every
refined reader, for the melancholy and elevated tone which reigns throughout them. In expressing joyful
feelings, as in the ode to the lake of Zurich, and when his strains are almost Anacreontic, as in many small
pieces to Cidli, he never oversteps the limits of Platonic love. His patriotism is strong and ardent, and his latter
odes, called forth by the French revolution, m which, at first, he took the wannest interest, and those in which he
speaks of the German language and poetry, are distinguished by bold and original turns of e. pression. Owing
to these, and to his frequent allusions to the northern mythology, he is oJen obscure to many readers; but the
most illiterate cannot fail clearly to understand and gratefully to venerate Klopstock as a writer of sacred
poetry. He gained, however, the brightest and quickest fame by his epopee; the r cantos of which, bytlieir
prophetic grandeur and the magnificence of their iWf tion, their genuine patriarchal tone, an unfeigned
sincerity of love anil dOTOtwOi announced him a rival of Milton. Bardiete are dramatized epics, and lyrical
scenes for the theatre, rather than tragedies. The choruses possess the highest lyrical...
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