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Book ***** Print on Demand *****This report from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
presents results from the Trial Urban District Assessment in science. Science results are based on representative
samples of fourth- and eighth-grade public school students from the 17 urban districts that volunteered to
participate in the 2009 assessment. Between 900 and 2,200 students were assessed at each grade in each of the
participating districts. Student performance is reported in terms of average scale scores on the NAEP science
scale and the percentages of students who attained the achievement levels set by the National Assessment
Governing Board. District results are compared to results for public school students in the nation, large cities
nationally, and their home states. Student performance is reported by race/ethnicity and eligibility for
free/reduced-price school lunch. At grade 4, the average score in large cities overall and the average scores in
14 of the 17 participating districts were lower than the average score for the nation. Scores for Austin,
Charlotte, and Jefferson County were not significantly different from the score for the nation. At grade 8, the
average score in large cities overall and the average scores in 16 of the 17 districts were lower than the average
score for the nation. The score for Austin was not significantly different from the score for the nation. Among
the 17 urban districts that participated in the 2009 science assessment, scores for both fourth- and eighth-
graders in 4 districts were higher than the scores for their respective peers attending public schools in large
cities overall. Scores for both grades in 8 districts were lower than the scores for large cities nationally.
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