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above, technical and schedule problems make it unlikely this milestone will be met. The Committee also notes
that this projected March 2001 date is just two months into the beginning of a new Administration and
Congress. The Committee believes there must be suHicient time for the next Administration to formulate its own
plans for the JSF in the context of its own overall defense program. In this regard, a March 2001 decision point
involving a program of this importance is clearly unrealistic. Therefore, the Committee recommends the
following actions: ( 1 ) The Committee bill includes total fiscal year 2001 funding for the Joint Strike Fighter of
706, 606, 000, a net decrease of 150, 000, 000 from the budget request. Within this total the Com-mittee has
provided 411, 101, 000 for concept demonstration, an in-crease of 150, 000, 000 over the budget request; and
295, 502, 000 for engineering and manufacturing development ( EMD ), a decrease of 300, 000, 000 from the
budget request. These changes have been allocated to the appropriate program elements in the Navy and Air
Force research, development, test and evaluation accounts. The ef-fect of these changes is to provide suHicient
funding to extend the concept demonstration validation phase from March to June 2001; and to delay initiation
of entry into the engineering and manufac-turing development phase of the JSF program by three months,
from March to June 2001. ( 2 ) To ensure that Congress is kept apprised of...
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